
How do people dress?

What is school like?

What is the role of the family?

Who is more important: each person 
or the whole group?

What is the role of religion?

How important is time and the clock?

How/when do kids become adults?

What do people seem to value most?
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W o r k s h e e t  # 8
T h e  A b s t r a c t  P a t t e r n  i n  ‘ T h e  T a l k i n g  G o a t ’

• Someone is leading a happy life.

• This person is generous and kind.

• Misfortune befalls him or her 
unexpectedly.

• He or she is reduced to helplessness for a
long time.

• Suddenly, his or her luck changes.

• A magical creature appears.

• This creature has the potential to save
him or her.

• At the critical moment, the creature
appears to lose its magic.

• The person feels that all is lost.

• Suddenly the creature’s magic returns.

• The person is saved and happy once
again.

Paul D. Coverdell World Wise Schools

Literal Elements Abstract Pattern New Literal Elements

Voices From the Field


