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AD: Adamawa • AGYW: Adolescent Girls and Young Women • 
BCC: Behavioral Change Communication • CAM: Cameroon 
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Reading Thinking Approach • EA: East (region) • FORTES: Filles 
Organisées pour le Travail et l’Education à la Vie Saine • FTF: Feed 
The Future • GFS: Global Food Security Program • HTC: HIV test 
and Counselling • IEC: Information, Education, and Communica-
tion • IITA: International Institute for Tropical Agriculture • IPT: 
Intermittent Preventative Treatment • IRAD: Institute of Agricultur-
al Research for Development • ITN: Insecticide Treated Net • LGL: 
Let Girls Learn • LIT: Littoral (region) • NW: North-West (region) 
• OVC: Orphans and Vulnerable Children • PCPP: Peace Corps 
Partnership Program• PC: Peace Corps • PEPFAR: United States 
President Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief • PMTCT: Prevention of 
Mother-To-Child Transmission • SO: South (region) • SW: South-
West (region) • USAID: United States Agency for International 
Development • VAST: Volunteer Activities Support and Training 
• WAFSP: West African Food Security Program • WASH: Water 
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About Peace Corps Cameroon
Peace Corps is an independent United States 
Government agency that provides volunteers to 
countries requesting assistance around the world. The 
agency traces its roots and mission back to 1961 when 
then Senator J. F. Kennedy challenged students at the 
University of Michigan to serve their country in the 
cause of peace by living and working in developing 
countries. Shortly after his inauguration on March 1, 
1961, President Kennedy established the Peace Corps 
by executive order. Fifty-seven years later, Peace Corps 
continues to promote peace and friendship through its 
three original goals:
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Peace Corps began operations in Cameroon in 1962 
with 20 Volunteers. Since then, over 3750 Volunteers 
have served across the country. 

In 2017, Peace Corps Cameroon reduced its program 
portfolio, to focus activities in three robust areas: Agri-
culture, Education, and Health.
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Message From Our Country 
Letter

Director
I am pleased to present Peace Corps Cameroon’s Annual Report for 2017.  We currently have 108 volunteers serving in six of Cameroon’s 
ten regions.  Peace Corps Cameroon has three programs:

• Agriculture:  Our agriculture Volunteers work closely with over 1,000 smallholder farmers to improve integrated farming practices 
and farm business planning.  

• Community Health:  Our health Volunteers work in the three main areas of HIV-AIDS prevention, malaria prevention and basic 
mother and child health, which is focused on nutrition.  

• Education:  The work of our education Volunteers is split in two programmatic areas - Teaching English as a Foreign Language 
(TEFL) for students in French speaking regions, and teaching of Math and Science for students in English speaking regions. 

Volunteers in each of these programs have access to resources through a variety of initiatives that support their activities on the ground.  
Volunteers primarily use these initiatives to support technical training events, demonstrations and other village based services through small 
grants. 

• Stomp-Out Malaria initiative:  Volunteers reached over 13,000 community members to promote behavior changes to prevent malaria 
and assisted in hanging over 700 bednets. 

• Feed the Future initiative:  Volunteers worked with over 800 local smallholder farmers to ensure sustainable food security and to 
reduce global hunger.    

• HIV/AIDS – PEPFAR Initiative:  Volunteers reached over 14,150 individuals with HIV prevention intervention.  Volunteers and 
their work partners also supported over 1,500 orphans and vulnerable children and their care givers, linking them to appropriate 
support and care.

• Let Girls Learn initiative:  Through clubs, sports and after school activities, Volunteers helped girls gain the skills, knowledge and 
confidence needed to break the cycle of poverty.  

2017 was a difficult year as our activities in the South-West and North-West regions were curtailed due to security concerns.  These regions 
have a long history with Peace Corps dating back to the very beginning in 1962 and were very crucial to all three of our programs.  The 
North-West region with its rich and fertile soils and industrious farmers, was the heart of our Agriculture program.  The North-West and 
South-West represented two of the four regions that benefit from the PEPFAR HIV AIDS prevention program.  Finally, our Education 
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program’s Math and Science component was 
almost entirely located in these two regions.  
We hope to be able to return there and contin-
ue our work. 
    
We are grateful for the excellent collaboration 
and support that our ministry partners, NGOs 
and other community organizations have pro-
vided to our Volunteers over the past year.  In 
particular I would like to thank the communi-
ty of Foumbot in the West Region for hosting 
our trainees.  We look forward to returning to 
Foumbot again to prepare our new Volunteers 
for their service in 2018.  Finally, each Vol-
unteer is introduced by a community host or 
counterpart to the community where he or she 
will serve for two years.  This is a very special 
service and we are very grateful for this support 
as it keeps our volunteers safe and helps them 
to get a quick start on their activities. 

We hope that this document conveys a good 

measure of Peace Corps Cameroon’s suc-
cess in achieving development goals that 
are shared by the Government of Camer-
oon and by Peace Corps.  We also hope 
that it does so in a manner that is respect-
ful of the culture and dignity of those 
served.  

Finally, I must say goodbye as this is my 
final year in Cameroon.  It has been a thor-
oughly enjoyable post for my wife and I.  I 
have been enjoying Cameroon ever since I 
came to Africa in 1975. The people and the 
land are very beautiful.  There will always 
be a special place in my heart for Camer-
oon. 

Mark Orlic
Country Director 
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Grants and Funding 
Grants

Small grants can make a significant difference in a community’s development. Whether it is bringing young girls 
together for HIV prevention interventions, introducing clean cook stove technology to a local women’s group, or 
implementing an HIV/AIDS training for at-risk individuals, small grants have helped volunteers and their work 
partners create lasting positive change in their communities. 

In 2017, through the Small Grant funding opportunities, Volunteers have assisted committed community host 
partners to develop and implement successful development projects that have greatly impacted the lives of individu-
als in their communities.  
   

 

Volunteer Activities Support and Training (VAST) funded by PEPFAR to address risk and vulnerabilities to 
HIV among Youths especially Adolescents girls and boys and Young women.  

Feed the Future (FTF) is the U.S. Government’s global hunger and food security 
initiative through the USAID West Africa Food Security Program. It focuses on 
smallholder farmers, particularly women. 

 Peace Corps Partnership Program (PCPP) contributed by goodwill of people primarily in the United States. 

Peace Corps Small Grants Program includes the following funding opportunities: 
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To be eligible to benefit from small grants, a community should work with a Peace Corps Volunteer 
to design a project that:
 •Responds to their community identified needs.
 •Is strategic and comprehensive.
 •Is community backed, with demonstrated tangible commitment (at least 25% contribution).
 •Has a solid monitoring and evaluation plan for objective demonstration of results.
 •Strengthens community self-reliance and not encourages future dependency.

 Countering the low value placed on girls’ education, delaying 
early marriage, or reshaping family and community expectations 
about girls. 

 Improving infrastructure to ensure girls’ safety on their way 
to school and their safety once they are there. This could 
include the creation of safe spaces for girls to congregate and 
the construction or renovation of school latrines. 

Improving adolescent girls’ access to and 
quality of education.

Let Girls Learn (LGL) which were small scale projects funded under 
the PCPP portal with a focus on addressing the following:

Though each program is supported by different funding sources, they all share 
the same goal: to facilitate the development and implementation of sustainable 
grassroots small grant projects that build capacity in communities where Volun-
teers serve. 

1
2

3
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Agriculture 
Peace Corps Cameroon’s Agriculture program operates the ‘Smallholder Integrated Farming System project 
that aims to support government’s effort in improving livelihood in remote villages of the country. Volunteers’ 
efforts are focused on building and strengthening the capacity of smallholders in sustainable integrated farming 
practices. Farmers receive short trainings in areas such as farm management planning, vegetable gardening, 
staple food crops production, small-livestock rearing and tree growing. They also receive small start-up materials 
(crops seeds and animals) to implement their activities. 

Programs
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 After meeting with the “Umbrella group”, a group of 50 women in Tombel, Peace Corps Vol-
unteer Megan decided that offering free workshops on home gardening nutrition would be helpful 
to many women and families in town. Starting in late January until May 2017, three workshops were 
put on for the women’s group leaders. The first focused on basic 
nutrition. The second focused on natural approaches to intensive 
vegetable gardening at home. For the third workshop, skills like 
tofu creation and compost making were demonstrated. In tandem 
with the workshops was a demonstration farm that was worked on 
by a committed group of women and a prominent local farmer. 
The demonstration farm allowed a practical space for the work-
shops, exemplifying the possibility of using small spaces to grow 
and abundance of nutritious food.
 In the end 31 women and three men were trained on these 
topics. Out of those participants, five new gardens were created 
and six gardens were improved upon from the information taught 
at the workshops. Ten women reported using their newfound 
knowledge about nutrition to improve on food preparation and 
nutrition with their families. 6 women reported passing the in-
formation from the three workshops onto their own individual 
groups around Tombel. From follow-up visits and reported activ-
ities, an estimated 90 -100 women received some sort of training on the three topics covered at the 
workshops. 

Volunteer Success Story
Practicing Useful Skills for the home and garden with women, South-West region
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Community Health
The Peace Corps Community Health program supports the Cameroonian Government goals to improve 
maternal and child health and reduce the incidence of malaria and HIV/AIDS. Peace Corps Volunteers 
work closely with health care providers and beneficiaries to mobilize communities on behavior change, the 
establishment and management of care groups, and linkages to care, support and treatment services.

Programs
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 “The village of Kak I is one of the most rural villages in our health district. It’s also one of those 
villages that could fit in the palm of your hand; almost every house can be seen from the central market. 
But, despite its small size, it is the epicenter for some of the most serious malnutrition cases our health 
center receives. Preventative care and treatment is incredibly rare for this vibrant village due to its dis-
tance from the health center.  In order to address this issue, my counterpart, Patrice, and I decided to 
create a mobile malnutrition clinic in conjunction with the vaccination campaigns that the health center 
does every month throughout our health district. The mothers of Kak I are very motivated to improve 
their children’s health and at the end of each month, they gather at the market to receive routine child-
hood vaccinations for their children. We use this opportunity to add a malnutrition screening for every 
child and directly link those showing signs of malnu-
trition to the USAID Plumpy Nut nutrition support 
program. We also provide education on topics such as 
hygiene, exclusive breast feeding, meal planning, 
moringa powder production, family planning, and 
other topics that can support healthy nutrition and 
growth in children under five. By reducing the dis-
tance between treatment and this rural village we have 
been able to sustainably treat and prevent malnutri-
tion as well as help support mothers with the healthy 
growth of their children.” 
– Cecilia, Community Health Volunteer

Volunteer Success Story
Mobile malnutrition clinic to support healthy children growth, East region
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Education
In 2017, 39 volunteers worked in over 49 schools; improving teaching, increasing student/pupil success, and 
increasing community member participation in student/pupil learning activities. Volunteers continued to excel 
in working with students improving their subject proficiency as well as leadership and reading comprehension 
skills. In 2017, working with teachers improved with integration of literacy techniques in content-based 
instruction to tackle the issue of functional illiteracy in schools. There was great community engagement around 
library development and use activities with more than ten communities and schools involved.

Programs
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Dear reader,
 I want to tell you my story. Dressed in my colorful attire, I was packed and ready to go on my most 
exciting voyage. I couldn’t wait to share my adventure, mystery and romance stories with anyone who 
would care to listen. I also made sure to bring with me my fun and creative materials for everyone to see 
and use.  
 I am not going to lie, I was nervous. What if people didn’t like me or appreciated me? Truth is 
fear has never stopped me before, so I continue with my plans to travel. I got the courage and started 
my voyage in Shisong a village in the North West of Cameroon. I couldn’t contain my happiness, I was 
received by 126 eager hands of all sizes. The younger kids will practice the alphabet with “Chika Chika 
Boom Boom” and the older kids would go for some of my most interesting stories like “Long Juju Man”. 
I would spend my days sharing my stories, knowledge and games with everyone around. I prepared my-
self again for the road and traveled fast to many more villages. I visited Angie, Baba, Bambalang, Batibo, 
Jakiri, Talla and Nchemba II to name a few. Now I have 
been received with open arms other regions. 
 I will keep you updated of my endeavors but for 
now I will tell you what I tell the friends I have visited. 
It seems that I might be going but now you hold a piece 
of me through our shared stories and moments, so I will 
be forever within you. Keep reading. Keep learning.
Waka fine,
The Traveling Library 

Volunteer Success Story
The Traveling Library, North-West region
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Fighting HIV/AIDS – PEPFAR
Peace Corps Cameroon’s HIV initiative seeks to reduce new HIV infections amongst Adolescent Girls and 
Young Women (AGYW) as well as Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC), through the implementation 
of the DREAMS-like package of interventions. The DREAMS approach holistically addresses AGYWs’ risks 
and vulnerabilities to HIV infection as well as the needs of OVC directly or through their care givers through 
a family-centered approach. Interventions are mainly focused on 
risk avoidance and risk reduction for adolescent girls aged 10-24 
years old. Volunteers engage communities (men, women, families, 
organizations, schools, association etc.) to support AGYWs’ efforts 
in staying HIV free. In addition, HIV positive adolescent girls 
and boys are empowered to live healthier lives and adopt positive 
behaviors that enable them stay retained in care and adhere to 
treatment.  

Initiatives
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  “At my former site, schools were closed due to a strike. Because adolescents were not attending 
school, the local hospital noticed an increase of early pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections. To 
address this issue, my counterparts and I decided to begin an HIV and sexual and reproductive health 
program for the community. We began with a peer educator training.  Through an application process 
opened to all eight quarters in my community, we successfully formed a group of 17 youths, seven males 
and 10 females with an average age of 23. We facilitated full day strengthened peer educator skills’ train-
ing  so that the group will be able to carry out a full package of  HIV prevention services covering HIV 
education, condom use skills building, sexual and reproductive health, gender norms, linkage to HTC 
and engaging communities in risk reduction 
interventions for AGYW. These peer educators 
have been facilitating risk reduction activities 
with girls in the communities on a monthly 
basis. They also facilitated the organization of 
a HIV testing campaign. Through their mobili-
zation efforts they were able to successfully link 
AGYW to HTC services. Though I am no longer 
serving at the site, the peer educators are 
currently implementing the Go Girls program 
with adolescent girls.” 
– Ryan, Community Health Volunteer

Volunteer Success Story
HIV Education as a means to prevent risky sexual behaviors among Youths, North-West region
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Stomp-Out Malaria
Created in 2011, the Stomp-Out Malaria Initiative is aimed at revitalizing the fight against malaria and assisting 
the Government of Cameroon in reducing the burden of the disease. Volunteers from all sectors are encouraged 
to participate in the Malaria initiative, promote and document best practices for malaria prevention education.
In 2017, Peace Corps Cameroon developed the Cameroon Against Malaria Committee (CAM). CAM is a joint 

initiative between staff and Volunteers in an effort to engage 
Volunteers of all project sectors in malaria work. It supports 
the Stomp-Out Malaria Coordinator in strengthening 
malaria programming throughout Peace Corps Cameroon.

Initiatives
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Volunteer Success Story
Malaria Writing Camp, South-West region

 Science Teacher Amanda organized a Malaria Writing Camp, which reached students from five 
to 11 years old. Students read stories during the camp and through these stories, learned the causes 
and symptoms of malaria and how to prevent it within their communities. Students also learned the 
writing process so that they could develop their own stories. The students completed the camp with 
personally made storybooks that could be used within their homes to build on their families under-
standing of malaria. In addition to this 
work Amanda also carried out a malaria 
household survey that helped discover 
strengths of her community and she was 
able to teach key malaria concepts in her 
classrooms.
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Food Security
Peace Corps Cameroon contributes to food and nutrition security by providing technical assistance, including 
educating individuals, communities, and organizations to sustainably increase availability of and access to 
nutritious food, improve nutrition outcomes, ensure optimal environmental stewardship, and enhance their 
resilience. This has been made possible by the regional partnership between USAID/FTF and the West Africa 
Food Security Partnership (WAFSP) under the Global Food Security Agreement (GFS).
Activities promoted by Peace Corps Volunteers from all sectors include: improved natural resource management, 
agroforestry, improved agricultural production, gardening, small animal husbandry, nutritional education, 
economic development projects, food processing and conservation, income generating activities, and climate 
change adaptation.

Initiatives
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 In Mforya, a small village in the North-West region of Cameroon, many children are afflicted with 
nutritional problems such as protein deficiencies, Vitamin A deficiencies, and anemia caused by malar-
ia. Following a presentation by a Peace Corps Volunteer on the moringa oleifera tree and its amazing 
nutritional benefits during a cooperative meeting, Mr. Achu, a retired palm oil plantation manager and 
financial secretary of a local farmers’ cooperative, came up with the idea of planting a Manibeh moringa 
field which would benefit the fledgling cooperative financially, help it gain experience managing a proj-
ect, and introduce moringa to the Mforya community as a whole.
 Thanks to a Feed the Future grant, Mr. Achu, the cooperative and a Peace Corps Volunteer began 
work on a 1400 square meter field, planting 500 mo-
ringa trees direct seeds. The Volunteer framed every 
work day as a training on different aspects of moringa 
cultivation, so that cooperative members could learn 
in a truly hands-on manner. The group had their first 
successful harvest of 13.5 kg of fresh moringa in April. 
The project culminated with a “Moringa Field Day” 
on May 27th, 2017 when 45 individuals from all over 
Mforya came to learn about how to plant, cultivate, 
harvest and transform moringa, and about the nutri-
tional benefits and uses of moringa. They left the day 
with 30 moringa seeds to go and plant for the benefit 
of their own families.

Volunteer Success Story
Improving nutrition & farms through Moringa, North-West region
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Let Girls Learn
Let Girls Learn (LGL) is an initiative that addresses the constraints that girls face in completing their education 
and achieving their potential.  It aims at producing outcomes that improve opportunies for girls to attain quality 
education; increase girls’ leadership and overall perceived sense of agency; and increase community engagement 
in support of positive, gender-equitable norms that facilitate girls’ education and full participation in economic 
and community life.

Initiatives

Volunteers have mainstreamed gender into all their activ-
ities, with particular attention given to the empowerment 
of girls. Below is a snapshot showing the number and 
types of projects funded by Let Girls Learn grants in 2017.

Achievements
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Volunteer Success Story

 “Haoua is my neighbor, my student, and my best friend in my community. She is also quiet and 
subject to bullying. When I first began teaching her class, I noticed that she was struggling to read 
and, as a result, often let students walk all over her. As my friendship with Haoua grew, I realized how 
smart she was and how eager she was to learn. We began working together, not only on literacy and her 
homework, but also on things that she thought were real issues in our community. 
 In July, I invited Haoua to Camp FORTES in Ngaoundéré. During the camp, I saw her stand 
up for herself and volunteer to participate in activities. She helped create skits, and even had some 
of the biggest lines. She talked about 
sexual health and even helped some 
of the other girls who were struggling. 
We put together a presentation for her 
classmates on some of the topics that 
she learned during the camp. Although 
literacy and homework are still a chal-
lenge, I am so proud of the person she 
has become over the past year and I 
am so excited to see her impact on our 
community. She is an inspiration to 
myself and to the rest of her village.” 
- Alex, Education Volunteer, Adamawa 
region

Camp FORTES, Adamawa region
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Our Partners
Partners

Peace Corps designs and implements its projects in partnership with the Government of Cameroon, NGOs and 
international development organizations. Our partners provide technical, training, safety and security support 
to our Volunteers in the field. Our program in Cameroon cannot be achieved without their partners. 

•Our Ministry Partners: The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development; the Ministry of Livestock, 
Fisheries, and Animal Industries; The Ministry of Public Health; and the Ministry of Secondary Education. 
•The communities of Foumbot in the West region, who opened their homes to our volunteers during 
pre-service training.
•The Administrative and security officials of Foumbot for ensuring the safety and security of both Peace 
Corps staff and Volunteers throughout our training period.
•IITA and IRAD for providing us with various cuttings, thereby contributing to the success of our Sustain-
able Integrated Farming Systems technical training.

Our special gratitude goes to:
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Their Service in Four Words
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